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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PGOV, PINS, ELAB, LY, EG 

SUB J : EGYPTIAN WORKER EXODUS FROM LIBYA 

REF TRIPOLI 1263, 

1 . HIGH LEVEL LABOR MIN SOURCE AGREES THAT "AT LEAST" 100,000 
EGYPTIAN WORKERS HAVE LEFT LIBYA IN PAST MONTHS (REFTEL). 
SOURCE, HOWEVER, BELIEVES THAT SOME 250,000 LIKELY STILL TO 
BE HERE. EGYPTIANS HAVE NO WAY OF TELLING HOW MANY THERE 
SINCE, WHILE APPROX 250,000 REGISTERED ON ROLES, MANY IN PAST 
FEW YEARS HAVE ENTERED ONLY ID CARDS AND OTHERS ILLEGALLY. 

2. EGYPTIANS FORSEE NO REAL DIFFICULTY WITH THOSE WHO HAVE 
RETURNED BECAUSE MANY ARE SKILLED AND EASILY EMPLOYABLE IN 
EGYPT OR OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES. EVEN UNSKILLED ARE BADLY 
NEEDED BY EGYPTIAN CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES, PARTICULARLY 
OUTSIDE URBAN AREAS. SOURCE OPINED THAT FURTHER LARGE-SCALE 
EXODUS NOT LIKLEY. EVEN THOUGH MANY TECHNICAL WORKERS EAGER 
TO LEAVE, LIBYAN GOVT REPORTEDLY REFUSING EXIST VISAS TO 
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MANY. FURTHERMORE, LIBYAN FIVE YEAR PLAN PREDICATED ON PRES- 
ENCE OF EGYPTIAN WORKERS FOR ACCOMPLISHMENT AND THESE NOT 
REPLACEABLE, WHETHER FROM TUNISIA OR OTHER SOURCES. ADDIT 
IONALLY, MANY EGYPTIAN WORKERS IN LIBYA WORK FOR PRIVATE 
COMPANIES WHO ARE INDIFFERENT TO QADHAFI POLICY, HAVE CON- 
TRACTS TO FULFILL AND NO INTENTION OF FIRING EGYPTIANS. 
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3. COMMENT: GOE HAS THUS FAR VIEWED PROBLEM IN PURELY POL- 
ITICAL CONTEXT. ANY CONCERN WITH IMPACT OF EXODUS ON EGYPTIAN 
LABOR FORCE THUS FAR UNDETECTABLE. 

MATTHEWS 
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